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GOSPEL OF POP

The founders of Choir! Choir! Choir! say
it's a mystery why it just keeps growing E2

Serinda Swan stars

in CBC's Coroner. -
. Left, Swan as Paige:
~ Arkin on Graceland,
sporting a look she
says held her back.

CBC
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. . Serinda Swan could likely write a graduate thesis
i AR on the cultural weight that society places on hair.

4 After all, when the Vancouver native chopped off
i o} her signature flowinglocks she inadvertently start-
. B ed a social experiment that changed the trajectory
S ] l O R her to have short hair after her superhero character
is shaved bald by her enemies to strip her of her

E mighty powers.
13

ofher career.

It started with her starring role as Medusa on the
big budget Marvel’s Inhurmans for ABC (cancelled
after one season last November). The part required

And it ends in her starring role as doctor Jenny

O a C a reer Cooper in the CBC TV drama Coroner; which pre-
mieres Jan. 7 at 9 p.m. In between those roles, the

: experiment would lead to a TED talk on body

image and the perception of sexuality in the enter-
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_of roles Serinda Swan took on, e
including CBC’s new drama Coroner T oied e




Haircut ‘changed
things completely’

SWAN from E1

“And early onI'had to playinto
that typecasting to make my ca-
reer work. I had to slowly take
these shiny characters and
maybe give them a little more
humanity, and people started to
give me more opportunity.”

Early in her career Swan
played sexualized characters
such as Dwayne Johnson’s love
interest in Ballers or Aphrodite,
the goddess of love in Percy
Jackson & The Olympians: The
Lightning Thief,

Her roles earned her a spot as
a Maxim cover girl as “Canada’s
hottest export.”

But after chopping offher hair
for Inhumans, the 34-year-old
actress noticed an immediate
effect: She would lose social
media followers every time she
posted a photo of her new hair-
style. But this, she says emphat-
ically, wasn’tan end but abegin-
ning,

“Marvel gave me this opportu-
nity to shave myhead. And all of
a sudden I was able to go for
different roles that I normally
don’t go out for;” says Swan.

“It changed things complete-
ly”

That led her to the starring
role in the Toronto-shot Coro-
ner, based on the books by Brit-
ishnovelist M.R. Hall and creat-
ed by Saving Hopes Morwyn
Brebner.

“IknewthatIdidn’t wanttobe
wigged. I wanted to play her
with short hair because she has
this utilitarian vibe; that’s who
she is,” says Swan, who also put
on weight for the role. “In the
first episode she cuts her hair
off, she’s struggling because her
husband just died and nobody
is going to save her but herself”

The decision to change her
look, she says, garnered no
pushbackfrom the CBC, helped
by the fact that it is a largely
female-driven show from the
creator to the executive pro-
ducers.

Swan, of course, is not the only
Canadian to have launched a
noteworthy career with a pixie
cut: Linda Evangelista proved
that a bob was worth its multi-
million-dollar weight in run-
way and modelling contracts.

But for Swan, it meant trying
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Serinda Swan in CBC's Coroner. The decision to change her look,
she says, garnered no pushback from the show's producers.

out for fewer, not more glamor-
ous roles.

In Coroner, the decision seems
to have paid off. Swan’s note-
worthy ability to channel that
everyday ordinariness, to make
you feel the weight of her situa-
tion, is the foil to the unexpect-
ed and sometimes over-the-top
investigations that she finds her
character embroiled in.

That includes the premiere
episode, in which sheiscalled to
a luxury condominium to in-
vestigate the death of a canna-
bis mogul who was in the mid-
dle of a sex party, including
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guests in bunny suits,

“Her full humanity is on dis-
play. She’s a human being that
just happens to be a coroner”
says Swan. “It’s important to
show her as real as possible be-
cause when the circumstances
are that heightened you don’t
lose track of reality, the audi-
ence feels as you do”

For research, Swan talked to a
young female coroner who was
of similar age, and she attended
an autopsy in Toronto.

“It was incredible and really
personal. I wanted to pick her
brain to see what it felt to be
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female coroner and how people
would react to her,” says Swan.
“And the actual autopsywas in-
credible to see. There is a lot of
dignity for the person who has
passed. It’s not this slab of hu-
man you toss around. I would
not have been able to bring that
element to the show if I hadn’t
seenit.”

Born in West Vancouver,
Swan’s father Scott is a Canadi-
an theatre director who runs an
acting studio.

Her first break in TV was in
the Vancouver-shot Supernat-
ural, in which she played a hos-
pital receptionist. She alsohad a
role in Smallville, playing the
DC Universe superhero Zatan-
na Zatara.

Swan says one of her regrets is
that she never got to meet Stan
Lee, the creator of Inhumans,
who died on Nov. 12,

“His creation put me on apath
I never expected,” says Swan. “I
did meet his granddaughter at
Comic Con and we had a con-
versation about Medusa and his
love for that character. But he
was definitely one of the hu-
mans on my bucket list that I
wanted to sit down and talk to.

“He was influential in so many
ways beyond the superhero
world and he showed that you
can place a humanity to some-
thing that is inhuman. And
that's something that I try to
bring to everything that I do.”




