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Never before has there been
such a proliferation of sex
and erotic material on
television. Now, Canadians
want in on the action.

TONY ATHERTON
Orrawa CITIZEN

exis evorywhere on Canadian
TV. Not just the hormonal
rmsings on Friends, or the
provocative exchange of lip-
gloss on Ally McBeal, butun-
abashed nudity and sweaty coupling.

—————————————— Specialty channel SHowease revals —

inn it, Bravol regularly indulges. Digital
service Sex TV runs soft-core pom for
six hours every night. Podevision
serves up explicit entEiminment far
the gay and lesbian market. Sex, in an
infinire variety of unlaced permauta-
tiogg, is available 24 hours adayon
Playbaoy TV Explicit pay-per-view
aduit films repartedly gross as much
as s50 million a year for Canadion ca-
biz and satzliite companies.

But while Canadians are awash in
TV sex, virtually none of it is Cana-
dian. Sex is the forbidden final fron-
tier of Canadian content, # genre thal
reaps ohscene profits but which still
makes producers squeartdsh

That fust doesn't make sense, says
Otraws sex therapist Sue MeGarvie,
swhao is hoping teiaunch her own
erovic digital chansel in the fall

“Sex is the secund most pawerful
drive in the hwman body. You're ai-
ways zuing to have restaurants and
you're shways gotng 1o have i.,h.,bth
rates ... We're wired that wop”

\-‘ch e siys Capadian producers
are fust beginning ’o give in 10 tamp-
retions of the fesh. The ferpoity with
which sex a5 recently been ern-
braced by TV, the mast censeevative
of mesdia, {s beginmng to mejt their re-
serve, And onoe the dam is broken,
“people are going to rush to catchup”

TEEEH o be selling sex

You can already see the cracks,
Canadian predustion companies have
flirted with adult programmingina
flurry of titilating decurgentary se-
ries — Sexin the 20th Century, The
Sex Files, Kink. Yet producers have
tended to draw the fine at paying peo-
ple to perform in s way intended to
aruse, They still don't

That line was crossed this season,
however, by a show that came to TV
through the back door. Naked Mews
TV, 2 haif-hour weekly pay-per-view

“Sex is the second
most powerful drive. ...
You're always going to

have restaurants and
vou'te always going
to have prostitutes.”

SEX THERAPIST SuR MCGARVIE

series made In Toronto, grows out of
rMakadNews.com, s three-year-oid
Canadian-based ‘Web site.

1 site deaws six million unique
visitors each month with a fegithmate
daidy nowscast in which z sedate-
lnoking anchor disrobes while read-
ing roal news stores.

Haked News TV is a variationen
the Web site's theme,

During the hourdong show, a vari-
w1y of unclothed news, entertainment
anid spors readers present offbest
takes on curvent affairs, oddities snd

N C KRT Hustsation

celebrity gossip, You might call &,
weil, naked tabloid T Theshow is
padded with naked commereial paro-
dies and a tongue-in-choek look be-
hind the scenes at the Naked Uroad-
cagting Network, Ine.

A handful of shows made inthe [all
proved successiul encugh for
Viewer's Choice to order a full season
T Ineary t}ace:mber. the iaxgest Us.
pay-per-view provider alse picked ap
the series. By the year's end, the U.S.
service was reporting Naked News
TVitobe one ofits top Sve sallers, Ex-
ecutive producer Kathy Plnckert says
the show is negotiating to become 2
regular series on a cable channel as
scos as this spring.

Haked News TV is precisety the
kind of foray into adult programming
you might expact from a Canadian
producer. Ifs titiilazing, but its also
good for you. And it's almaost asexual,
There is noinnuendo, no tease, no
double-entendres (OK, there is 2 scg-
ment called Spores Buff). The readers
are attractive, but not glamorous and
they range in age rom 20 to g2, with
most of them of an age when adult
stars have long since retired.

"It's sexy but not sexual,” savs
Pinckert, 2 former LA marketing
consultant imported by the Cansdian
fouriders of the Web site to bring the
concept o TV, She doesn't even like
the designation "aduln”

“t's pot adult, Bxcept for the fact
that we have 1o carry tha label be-
cause we have full-tonral nudirg”

Maked Mews TV hay 2 women sre-
santers and four men, zlf but three of
whom are Canadians,
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TONY ATHERTON
Television

Y ex is everywhere on Canadian TV,
Not just the hormonal musings on
Friends, or the provocative ex-

ange of lip-gloss on Ally McBeal, but

1abashed nudity and sweaty coupling,

Specialty channel Showcase revels

it. Bravo! regularly indulges. Digi-

I service SexTV runs soft-core

orn for six hours every night. Sex, in

1infinite variety of unlaced permu-

tations, is available 24 hours a day on
Playboy TV. Explicit pay-per-view
adult films reportedly gross as much
as $50 million a year for Canadian ca-
ble and satellite companies.

But while Canadians are awash in
TV sex, virtually none of it is Canadi-
an. Sex is the forbidden final frontier
of Canadian content, a genre that
reaps obscene profits but which still
makes producers squearnish.

That just doesn’t make sense, says
Ottawa sex therapist Sue McGarvie,
who is hoping to lsunch her own erot-
ic digital channel in the fall.

“Sex is the second most powerful
drive in the hwman body. Yow're al-
ways going to have restaurants and
you're always going to have prosti-
tutes ... We're wired that way”

McGarvie says Canadian producers
are just beginning to give in to tempta-
tions of the flesh. The ferocity with

which sex has recently been embraced
by TV, the most conservative of me-
dia, is beginning to melt their reserve.

_ And once the dam is broken, “people

are going to rush to catchup.”

You can already see the cracks, Cana-
dian production companies have flirt-
ed with adult programming in a flurry
of titillating documentary series — Sex
in the 20th Century, The Sex Files, Kink.
Yet producers have tended to draw the
line at paying people to perform in a
way intended to arouse. They still dort't
want to be seen to be selling sex.

That line was crossed this season,
however, by a show that came to TV
through the back door. Naked News
TV, a half-hour weekly pay-per-view
series made in Toronto, grows out of
NakedNews.com, a three-year-old
Canadian-based Web site.

See NAKED on page I8

Carmen Russo of Naked News.
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Continued from page I

The site draws six million
visitors each month with a le-
gitimate daily newscast in
which a sedate-looking anchor
disrobes while reading real
news stories.

Nuaked News TV is a variation
on the Web site’s theme.

During the hour-ong show, 2
variety of unclothed news, en-
tertainment and sports readers
preseat offbeat takes on cur-
rent  affairs, oddities and
celebrity gossip, You might call
it, well, naked tabloid TV. The
show is. padded with naked
commercial parodies and a
tongue-in-cheek look behind
the scenes at the Naked Broad-
casting Network, Inc. ' (o0

the fill .provéd “sucgessful

enough for Viwer’s CHOLCE 16 +
on Th eadly De
cember, the largest U5, pay-pef-

order a full §easo

view provider also picked up
the series. By the year’s end, the
U8, service was reporting

Naked News TV to be oneof its.
Top 5 sellers. Exe¢utive produc-

er Kathy Pinckert says the show
is negotiating to become 2 regu-
lar series on a cable channél as
soon as this spring, i
Naked News TV is precisely
the kind of foray int6 addlt pro-
gramming yoitaright expect
from a Canadian producer, It’s

titillating, biat it'$ alsv good for-

you. And it's almost asexual.
There is no innuendo, 1o tease,
no  double-entendres | (OK,
there is a segment called Sports
Buff}. The readers are attrac-
tive, but not glamorous and
they range in age from 20 to 42,
with most of them of an age

. zeer
: Pinckert. And there’s no

when adult stars have long
since retired.

“f's sexy but not sexual,” says
Pinckert, a former LA, market-
ing consultant imported by the
Canadian founders of the Web
site to bring the concept to TV.
She doesn't even like the desig-
nation “adult.” “It’s not aduit.
Except for the fact that we have
to carry that Jabel becanse we
have full frontal nudity”

Naked News TV has 12
women presenters and

four to handle the crowd.

“1 always look for the neck-up
qualities first and foremost,”
says Piackert. “You've got to
have a personalty, a srice speak-
ing voice and ability to read
art communicate well”

Although Naked News'
biggest market is the U.S,, and
its news is mostly internation-
al, it doesn't hide its Capadian
roots, A recent program. fea-
tured a segment in which a trio

of Naked New readers went
shopping for bikinis at a store
in the Beaches area of Toronto.
Another segment made light of
the hockey playing passion of
one of the women anchors.

In the summer, the show
tapes topless street interviews
in Toronto's business district,
taking full advantage of an On-
tario court ruling that women
should be allowed 1o uncover
st as much flesh zs men.

“We're very proud to be from
Toronto,” says Pinckert.

If Naked News T'V represents
a breakthrough, a wedge prying
open the door to a full-fledged
adult industry where maple
leaves replace fig leaves, it is
still more about nudity than
sex. Coming up this spring on
TMN (and on Showscase next
year) is the first Canadian se-
ries to unabashedly proclaim
itselfas erotica.

¢~.r - Naked: It's titillating, but it's also good for you

Bliss, an anthology ¢
balbhowes based on the
stories of women write
as Susan Musgrave and
Lazare, is not the first C;
drama series with sey z
diry. Gratuitous sex has
up in export-minded sci
tasy series (The Hitchhi
Hunger} and in 2 soap
(Paradise Falls),

See NAKED on page

four men, all but three of
whom are Canadians, [
and none of whom come
from the adult industry.
The lineup includes a

- former nanny, an invest-
“ment. bankes;, a land-
. Scaper, a markefing rep-
A handful of shows madé in ..
: " broadcast

reésenifative, and even a
journatist
o lagt worked at a sta-

‘olit fitst redl bona
fide, degree-in-journal-
ism person on our team
now,” boasts Pinckert.

- While the Biews read-

ers might occasionally
pitch story ideas, most
of Naked News TV’s
news coines from wire
services and a handful
of stringers.

“Mast people see this
for themselves as a ca-
builder,” says

shoitage of folks who
want to. build such a
chilly - career. Noked
News’s first foreign andi-
tion in Los Angeles last
summer was supposed
to run for two days but
had te be stretched to

—



