By Brian Gormoa

Far too long, men have clamed sexuality as
their private terrain, and W's high tme women
staked out a turf of their own. Sc says Adranne
Mitchail, at least,

“Wa're 3o conditioned, as women, 10 see sax-
uality through the male gaze, | had o find out
what is my gaze the TV producsr-director
explains.

With Janis Lundman, Mitchell is co-producing
it eight-episods
whofogy senes of
atf-hour dramas that 3
axplores erotica from
NOIMAaN'S Derspecs

3

Called Bifss, he |
seTias prerierss
Thursday, March 21,
en TMNT in Eastem
Canada and  on
Maovie Central in the
West It beging with
faur nack-to-back
spisodes, and the
second block of four
stories airs a week

latar on Thuyrsday,

March 28,
Lundman and

Mitchell are best-

known as the produc-

“grs et such eritically |
acciaimed documen-
taries as Talk 18, an
insider's vigw of the e
waorld. of teen girls,
and Lawn and Order,
a strange, comic film
about taste - and fack of i - in home landscap-
Jﬂg,

The women's most recent work was CBC
Telavision’s Gemini-nominated hip-hog ieen
drama series Drop the Beal

when they finished that show, Mitehell says.
e lwo decidad they wanted ther next project o
ne something from a woman s perspectve.

Mitehell had ween reading Herotica, an
ambelogy of erctic shon ficton by Canadien
wornen. it gecurred to her that aking the format
- short, sexy vignettes - and adapting it for tela-
wision might make an nleresting senes.

“These stories looked al 3 woman's sexual
axperiences in a way | hadn'l ssen tefore, and
cartainly not on TV." she says,

The producers warted ¢ do samething nter-
asting with the half-nour format, Lundman adds,
and they ware intrigued by the dea of daing
shows hat chalar‘gnd women's sexual slerec

Bliss | ismt zlways ignorance in

drama series about women

ypes.” :
Same of the sterectypes they wanled to tear |
down are “that we're totally monogamous and |
that we like nice, safe sex” Mitcheli says, ‘
“Wa're intrigued by stories ejeaiing with that - |
{those) that deal with a woman's desire for rav- ¢
ishment, for exampie, .
“Warmen ars writing about these things. Alt |
know is that i'm i a situation, as a woman,
rastricted in what | can ask for sexu-
g aliy”
- 1 Certainly, the
{ women of Biiss are
anyihing but resimct-
[ ed in what they ask
for. '
in the spisode .
“Guys and Doils.”
which Mitchell direct- -
ed, a successful
career woman {Jenny
Lavine} enters into an
- anchymous relation-
ship withy & handsome
man {Peter
Wingfield) she meets
in a hotel bar. Thay
i meet lwics a week
| and  know nothing |
about each other. At |
tha end of each ses- |
" slan, he pays har with !
an.envelope full_of
cash. :

where I'm

in anathar
apisode, "Valanting's
- Day in Jail' - direcled

by Holly Dale (P4
FPrigon for Women, |
Hopkers On Daviey - a prisor teacher ({Tori :
Higginson) seduces a convict {Adam Beach},
and they make jove under a table while the rast |
of the priscn populabon watches a movie. The |
episode is based on a story by Susan Musgrave.

And in "Voice." directed by Lynn Stopkewich
ikown for the conwoversial 1987 feature film
Kissed). a woman (Mikela J. Mikael bagins o |
dream apau he wiles (Veronika Humik) of her |
iover {David Lovgren) - and they and up in a
relationship.

“There's a lot of esicsterone in women,”
Lundman says. ‘so therg are a lot of womsen who
want 10 express thamselves sexually”

Apparently, that's what the oroducers and |
proadeasters are banking on. ‘

Bliss goss 1o Showecase later this year, after
compieting its run on TMN and Movie Central,
and it already has been renewad or anothsr
sight apisodes o air naxt year

RS



