STARRING IN NEW SERIES:
Bliss, a new made-inCanada

tion but from a woman's point of view,

duced by women,

|
|
|
|
|
|

‘ e H
~— CANADIAN PRESS PHOTO

fori Higginsen and Adam Beach star in
TV anthoiogy series that offers erctic fic.

it is written, directed and Oro-

Bliss aimed at
female viewers

BY THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO —- Eretic fiction, but
from a woman’s poin of view, Is
promised in Bliss, 2 new antholugy
series thai debuls next Thursday on
The Movie Network and Movie Cen-
tral,

Which begs the question, how does
it differ from good sld-fashioned
rren's erctica?

“All of the female characters go
—through.a journey. of
they're changed by their erotic expe-
rience,” says Janis Lundman of Back
Alley Films, one of the creators andg
co-producers of Lhe elght-episode se-
ries they shot in Montreal

In uther words, aiter Lhe sex, thera

re consequences, anlike the bradi-
tonal - wham-bam-thank-you-ma'am
approach.

Take the episode Valenline's Day
in Jail, directed by Holly Dale, star-
ring Torr] Higginson and based on a
semi-autoblographical short story by
award-winning B.C. author-poet Su-
san Musgrave.

Kale (Higginson) vigits her drug-
srmuggling boyfriend Ange! ‘Adam
Beach} in prison. They have a furlive
but steamy sexual coupling under a
covered table in the visitation room,
but they get caught. She = humiii
ated by the guard whe informns her
that Angel hag planty of sther girl-
friends, {oa.

advienne  Mitcheil, Lundmans
partner, explains that unlike hard-
vore porn dramas, which are usuaily
soft on story. Bliss offers a more holl-
stic experience.

same kind, and-

“We want to bring more interest-
ing, [fully-feshed-out, developed
characters and interesting stories
that  are thought-provoking,” she
says. “You can't just say the sex is
heve and the emotions are over here,
you can't comparimentalize it like
that. These are dramas with an ero-
tie dilemma.”

- Mitchell hopes couples will enjoy
watching Bliss tfogether But will
guys sit still for a sexual drama with

~moraf consequenees?————

“As long as his wife's got him ted
up io Lhe chairi” jokes Musgrave,
who admits her original story was
muck heavier on censequences in
the! Kate got pregnant and Angel
was killed it a prison riot,

She agrees it makes for better TV
if the couple spends more time under
the table and less time suffering,

But Lundman and Mitchell for
vently deny that their erotica morai-
izes or portrays men as heels, even
though in twe of the series’ other siz-
zling instsiments available for pre-
view, the women seem disappointed
when they learn their lovers are
married with children,

Hardly Blissful.

Mitchell <trasses that their stories
are directed. written and produced
by wornen and while they may not al-
ways be “az easily digesithble” ag
lhose crested by men, the wormen
are Just ag iiberated in thefr sexual
srieounters,

“There are areas where vou are
guing info the dml recesses of s
character’s mind,” she savs. “That's
how the sexualify tiss into that.”




