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rollercoaster

By ANDREW MEVISSEN

. IFE at “sweet 167 is
not as romantic and
carefree as the poets

would have us imagine jud-
ging by the bitter-sweet ex-
periences shared by five
girls in an extraordinary
new fitm tracking their rol-
lercoaster ride into
adulthood. )

The acelaimed Canadian-
made movie, Talk 16,
charts a year in the lives of
its real-life “stars” — Astra,
Erin, Helen, Lina and
Rhonda — as they navigate
the treacherous straits of
young adulthood with its
bewildering world of B-
girls, B-boys, browners, nor-

mals, thrashers and posses. -

The latest instalment in

the series of “reality dra- -

mas” to hit our big and
small screens, Talk 16 pro-.
vides an intriguing insight
into the increasingly comn-

® Teenage angst , .. {from left) Helen, Ling, Erin,
Rhonda and Astra show life at 16 is serious business.

plicated life of a hormonally
shaky 16-year-old, and has
already been lauded
around the world as an
unprecedented document
of today's young female
generation.

Inspired by Britain’s
legendary 7 Up and 35 Up

..profiie series, Talk 16 con-

denses one year in the lives

of each girl into '100.

minutes of laughter, tears,
agony and mayhem.

“I'm sweet 16 and guite
sour,” snaps hard-edged
street kid Astra in the .
“Yeah, I'm a problem child
— 4 real demon seed. T just
can't stand niles”,

Erin, in coptrast a softily-
spoken private-school girl,
timidly tip-toes into the
awesome.world of

adulthood: ; What 4 bate ;.

about gmwm%
extra responsi
dependence ,..
mg in childhood all my

up is the
flity and in-

But super confident Lina .

candidly shouts her teen-
age ambitions: “I want &
car. Buy me g car. And [
want a boyfriend and I
want hirm now, now,- now."”

The brainchild -of Cana-
dian fllrm producers Janis
Lundman and Adrienne
Mitehell, this engrossing
docu-drama follows the
day-to-day lives of each girl
from New Year's Eve, 1989,
untll December 22, 1880,
and captures their private
wars with anorexia, reli-
gion, friends, regimental
parents, boys, sex, teachers
gnd competing youth cul-
ures

For teenagers, Talk I6
provides an enriching glo-
bal mirror of growing up in
the '90s while for aduits, it

£yokeg.dopg-forgotten

Firy oo
]

Id rather-

memories of adolescence
and offers a valuable com-
munication link with the
teenage “underclass”,

Mitchell, 33, and Lund-
man, 40, explain the aim of
the film was to “get In
touch with the lost genera-
tion" and focus on the girls'
fears and desires. |

They suggest parents
and teenage girls see the
fiim together.

“We noticed that teenage
girls with their completely
foreign - language were a
world cut off from us, s0 we
thought we would journey
back into their world and
give yOung womnen 2 voice,”
Mitchell says. -

“pdolescence was a Iot
simpler in my time. Kids
today are just bombarded
with .all this information
about things like drugs and
sex, and decisions-are a lot
more difficult to make.

e learned the best way
tp deal with feenagers is to

Hsten {o them and not im-
pose value judgments on
them.”

Lundman adds: “The
beauty of Talk 16 is that for
1060 minutes, parents can
listen to what these kids
have to say and it's a lot of
fun at the same time.”

The hit film, made on a
‘shoestrin% budget of
$600,000, foilowed flve
months of interviewing
more than 350 subject
candidates from-a variety
of ethnie, racial and econo-
mic backgrounds.

The five girls chosen rep-
resent a cross-section of
teenage personalities.

Thete is runaway Astra,
the tough street-wise
school drop-out and confes-
sed “Satanist” who oscil-
lates between drug-scoffing
boyfriends and failed preg-
nancies.

She posed the biggest
problem for the adventur-
_Qus.camera crew, which at
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he hormonal

one point found itself kick-
ed out of a McDonald's
restaurant when Astra and
her friends who were not

“welcome there

Erin struggles with v
selfesteem and is .scolded
by her parents for being a
g‘uitter. She tries to shun

e unwelcome intrusion of
adult obhgg.monsz‘ and, in
addition- ‘her infinite
troubles, learns she has
cervical cancer, .

Helen, a giftéed and

~wmplished student and
2, Apyopt Shrist



