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Is 16 that sweet in the "90s?

ITEEN

By MOIRA DOWNES

n the worid of Holtywood
movies, moat teen-agers
are portrayed as jocks,
nerds or sex symbols.

Bat a documentary that
opened this past weekend at the
Museum of Fine Arts intro-
duces viewers to a whole differ-

- enl perceplion of what it's like

" 1o be 16 yvears old in the 19905,

“Talk 16, directed by Janis
Jundman and Adrienne Mit-
ehell, traces the lives of five 16-
year-old girls for cne year and
offers a glimpse into the tumul-
tuous, emotional and often dark
side of adolescence.

The five girls featured in the
film were chosen to represent
-different walks of life - Lina,
an underachiever determined
te find a2 buyfriend; Helen, a
Christine who excels academi-
cally; Astra, a rebelious street
punk; Erin, & puivileged pri-
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vate-school studenl; and
Rhonda, an aspiring actress.

Fiive area teens walched the
film to see how accurately it
reflected  shefr teen  exper-
iences.

"I think it was a litile ex-
treme,” sald Miranda Stamp,
16, of Newlon. *The girls in ihe
fiim were definitely not aver-
#ge, but they weremt aclors,
and that’s what made it & good
fitm.

“H's hard to portray 15
year-old girls, though,” she
said. "} saw that the film tried
to touch on issues like AIDS,
sex, aleohol and boyfriends.
They talked about the things
thal we Lailk about.”

Stamp worried that aduils
might not be able 1o see beyond
the giris' pitfails, .

“if some adult saw this film,
and didn't know a lot about
tecn-agers, they'd probably
think this was representative,™
Stamp asid.

“But } guessz it could be an
eye-opener for somc teens, It
shows the problems we have,
Hke dropping out of school,
pregnancy, eating disorders.”

Tiffany Edwards, 186 of
Somerville, thought the film
was on target.

“AN the people are real, but
they're stil! characters,” she
said. “1 jdentified with Rhonda
She reminds me of me. We
have a lot of the same prob-
leans.”

Shonttielle Williams of Dor-
chester sald although the film-
mahkers probably inlerfered
with the girls® lives, it most
likely paioted an accurate pic-
ture,

“T wouldn't like anyone fol-
lowing me around for a year,”
she said. “That would bather
me. But 1 thought they did a
good Job wilh 1his film H
secmed like the girls got used
to the cameras.”

Tyeisha Drayden, a Dor-
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chester  leen, said the fitm
showed how even teens from
widely dificremt backgrounds
ean find commaon ground,

"We all worry about ihe
same things” she said. “And
the girl who had 1he most faith
in herself - Helen — was the
ane who was living the hest
lite”

Maria Menounos, 16, of Mcd-
ford also was impressed with
the film.

"Thal's whai goes on today.,”
she said. "} know there were ox-
tremces, but 2 lot of people go
through the things these girls
were going through™

Menounos said the subjects
geemed older than 16, hut she
eould still celate.

“Astra spoke like she was 29,
but acted Hke she was 3. 1 know
there’s people out there like
her, But you don’t come across
them very ofien,” she said,

Menounes said the docu
mentary could be beneficial for
adults to walch.

“It shows that we have prob-
lemns, and why we have them”
she said. “All teens go threugh
some troubles.”




